
“National Chemistry Week brought us good tidings” 
by Debbie C. Crans, Chair of COACS, 2020 

 
This week is National Chemistry Week during which lots of places in Colorado celebrate 
Chemistry.  It was therefore a great bonus and pleasure when I received a letter from ACS that 
began as follows: 
 
“Dear Dr. Crans, 
 
Happy National Chemistry Week! As we celebrate chemistry’s biggest annual holiday, it’s the 
ideal time to announce that the Colorado Local Section has been selected as a finalist for the 
following ChemLuminary Award(s): 
 

• Fostering Interactions between Local Sections and Student Chapters 
 

Thank you all for your patience and understanding as we pivot to new ways of planning 
celebratory events for our ACS members during the COVID-19 pandemic! Safety is a core value 
of the American Chemical Society, and it permeates all our actions, activities and events. 
Therefore, the 22nd Annual ChemLuminary Awards ceremony will be held virtually on 
Wednesday, December 9, at 4:00 p.m. Eastern Time. The ceremony will include a keynote 
address by Janet L. Bryant, recipient of the Award for Volunteer Service to the American 
Chemical Society, and the presentations of awards given by 23 committees of the Society will 
follow.” 
 
So COACS has been selected as a finalist for some of our programs in 2019! Although this does 
not mean that we will win, we have received recognition as a finalist and our programming will 
be shared with the entire US. The activities that are recognized are a number of events we did 
during the year celebrating the Periodic Table which included events at Denver University with 
their student organization, the High School Award event with assistance from students from 
Regis and Denver Universities, an ACS Career fair supported by students from Denver 
University, a visit to Adams State on the Western Slope and with their student organization and 
a student from Colorado State University, a presentation by the COACS chair at the RMRM2018 
and a B-day cake celebration at Colorado State University and their student organization.  We 
clearly worked hard to established collaborations between COACS and various student 
organizations. 
 
In the following I provide some background for how we received the honor of being selected as 
finalist for a ChemLuminary Award.  At the end of 2019 and beginning of 2020 your COACS 
Officers have to report on the activities that COACS was involved in during the presiding year.  
Your officers wrote reports on the various activities done during the 2019 year, and on top of 
that your officers nominated three different COACS 2019 activities for awards: 
 

1. Title: “High School Awards” was nominated for “Local Section Partnership Award/Marinda Li Wu 
Award” 



2. Title: Western Slope Activity – Celebrating the Periodic Table of Medicines” was nominated for the 
award “Best Activity or Program Stimulating Member Involvement”” 

3. Title: “Northern Colorado Celebrates the Anniversary of the Periodic Table” was nominated for the 
award called “Fostering Interactions between Local Sections and Student Chapters”.  

 
As you can tell from the letter from ACS the 3rd nomination was selected as a finalist.  Although 
it would be nice if we did win the $500 award funds, the selection as finalist is already making 
us a winner!  The activities planned by your COACS officers are first-rate and they are working 
to benefit you, the members, in many ways. We have a large state, and a major challenge is to 
be able to bring information to all our members. Considering the geography, the many events 
are often not communicated to all our members and this is very unfortunate since only few of 
you can attend the activities in person.  During 2019 and 2020, we have struggled with 
communication to our members – when ACS no longer supported our website, we established a 
temporary website (https://www.coacstemporary.com/), but as you all know the activities in 
our section have dramatically decreased due to COVID.  We hope that this will end with 
RMRM2020 less than one month away and we will soon have much going on in our section. 
 


